
INDEX TO UNCLE ROD’S ASTRO BLOG 

First H-Bomb on Venus (First Spaceship on Venus)  6/13/10 

The Herschel Project Night 8  6/6/10   

The Herschel Project Night 7  5/30/10 

Clearin’ the Cobwebs of Berenice with Sue French  5/23/10 

Stars in the Palm of my Hand (cellphones and PDAs)  5/15/10 

Night of the Saucermen (UFOs)   5/9/10 

The Trouble with the Magazines III: Astronomy Magazine  5/2/10 

Cool Stuff at NEAF 2010  4/24/10 

The Herschel Project Night Six  4/18/10 

The Trouble with the Magazines III: Sky and Telescope  4/11/10 

Cindy Lou Rides Again  4/4/10 (Public Outreach) 

The Mighty C90  3/28/10 

Unk’s Mini Messier Marathon  3/21/10  

Simple, Simple and Good  3/14/10 (RTGUI and Stellarium software) 

This is the End, My Friend  3/7/10 (Celestron History Part III) 

Celestron: The Middle Years   2/28/10 (Celestron History Part II) 
 
Down with Love  2/21/10 (Celestron History Part I) 
 
Obsessions  2/14/10 (amateur scope phobias) 
 
Goodnight Moon  2/7/10  (President Obama’s NASA budget proposal) 
 
I Can ISAN!  1/31/10 (International Sidewalk Astronomy Night) 
 
Journey to the 7th Planet   1/24//10 (Unk ruminates on that green glob of a planet)  
 
The Herschel Project Night Five  1/1/10 
 
Finding One, Keeping One   1/10/10 (finding a club dark site) 
 
And What Have You Done  1/1/10 (Happy New  Year)  



 
A Chaos Manor South Merry Christmas   12/24/09 
 
Computin’ in the Country   12/19/09 
 
The Herschel Project Night Four:  159 Down, 241 to Go   12/12/09  
 
Eye to Telescope   12/6/09 (Eye and Telescope software) 
 
The Herschel Project Night Three:  104 Down, 296 to Go   11/29/09 
 
The Herschel Project Night Two: 39 Down, 361 to Go  11/22/09 

Another Brief Intermission  11/15/09 (Just back from Chiefland) 

The Moon and You  11/08/09 (Rod’s love affair with Luna) 

The Herschel II Project: 26 Down, 374 to Go   10/31/09 

 
Splashing Around the Dolphin at Deep South 09   10/25/09 (Sue French Delphinus article) 

Deep South Nights and Excuses 10/18/09 (Deep South Regional Star Gaze) 

Mars and Me  10/11/09 

You Must Choose  10/04/09 (choosing an integrating CCD camera) 

Cloudy Nights  9/27/09 (amateur astronomy and bad weather)  

The 2009 Astro Awards  9/13/09 (the year’s best in amateur astronomy) 

Trying to Take Pictures  9/6/09 (beginning astrophotography) 

Digital Setting Circles on the Cheap   8/30/09 (analog setting circles for Dobsonians) 

Down Memory Lane via Bay State Road   8/23/09 (Sky and Telescope Magazine of the 60s) 

Fly On, Little Wing   8/16/09 (Criterion RV-6)   

My Favorite Fuzzies:  The Lagoon Nebula   8/9/09   

Big Bertha Lives   8/2/09 (NexStar 11) 

Another Classic    7/25/09 (NexStar 11)  

The AstroWebs    7/19/09  

Zen and the Art of Telescope Collimation 7/12/09  

The Urban Astronomer   7/5/09 (Rod’s book of that name)  



ETX Love    6/28/09 (ETX 125)  

To Light One Candle    6/21/09 (Intelligent Design/Creationism)  

Keep it Rocking    6/14/09 (Clubs) 

Uncle Rod’s Telescope Hall of Fame    6/7/09  

The Mother of All Chinese Scopes    5/31/09 (Short Tube 80)  

Home Dome: Stars on the Ceiling    5/24/09 (home planetariums)  

How Much is that Kitty in the Window?    5/17/09 (used scope buying)  

My Old Friend    5/10/09 (Palomar Junior restoration) 

The Quiet Revolution    5/3/09 (deep sky video cameras) 

Cool Stuff at NEAF    4/26/09  

The Cost of a Good Eyepiece Redux    4/19/09  

Of DVDs and Binoculars    4/12/09 (Astronomy Magazine) 

The Return of SkyTools and the New Software Curse    4/5/09 (SkyTools 3)  

Rebirth of a Telescope    3/28/09 (an innovative 8-inch f/5 Dobsonian)  

Deep in the Heart    3/22/09 (Texas Star Party) 

This and Every Season II    3/15/09 (star parties)  

This and Every Season    3/8/09 (star parties)  

Meade Forever!    3/1/09  

My Great Comets    2/22/09  

Finding My Way    2/15/09 (star atlases)  

The Joys of Simple Things    2/8/09 (StarBlast)  

Giving Back    2/1/09 (public outreach)  

Chiefland Redux Redux    1/27/09  

My Classics    1/18/09 (classic astro book)  

GEMmania    1/11/09 (German Equatorial Mounts) 



Rod’s Resolutions    1/1/09 by (another new year)  

Christmas in Dixie    12/24/08  

Me and My Pal    12/14/08 (Palomar Junior) 

My Favortie Fuzzies: M101     12/7/08  

A Letter to Santa    11/30/08  

The Silicon Sky Part 2: Planners    11/23/08  

SCTs: The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly  11/16/08 (SCTs, good, bad, and indifferent) 

The Silicon Sky Part I: Planetariums for PCs    11/9/08  

The 8-mm Ethos Faces Dark Skies     10/28/08  

The Laser and Laptop Wars: Star Party Etiquette   10/19/08  

The Celestron SkyScout: Uncle Rod was Wrong     10/12/08 

Old 37 Under the Stars with a DSLR    10/5/08 (homebrew six inch Newtonian) 

Ethos Mania and the Cost of a Good Eyepiece    9/28/08  

 Amateur Radio and Amateur Astronomy   9/21/08  

 The 37-Year-Old Telescope    9/14/08 (six inch home brew—better late than never) 

The Guiding Game     9/7/08 (autoguiding) 

The Nights Everything Goes Wrong    8/31/08 

Those Other Astro Rags    8/24/08 (beyond Sky and Telescope and Astronomy)  

 SCT Mythology    8/17/08  

 Old Go-tos Made New Again    8/10/08 (PCs and older scopes)  

 How to Make Your Star Party Almost Heaven    8/4/08  

 “Uncle Rod, I Want to Take Pictures”    7/27/08 (astrophotography)  

 The Astronomer Looks at 55    7/20/08  

 The Good Tasco    7/13/08 (Unk’s 11TE) 

Telescope Anxiety    7/6/08 (Meade and Celestron’s problems) 



The Trouble with the Magazines    6/29/08  

Is There Cheap and Good?     6/22/08 (eyepieces) 

To Set Sail on a Wine-Dark Starry Sea  6/15/08 (telescopes for noobs) 

Doin’ It the Old-Fashioned Way     6/8/08 (astro-sketching) 

Do you VMA?     6/1/08 (Virtual Moon Atlas)  

 Two-and-half Years After the Honeymoon 5/26/08 (Rod’s ETX adventures) 

 CAT Book Thises and Thats    5/25/08 (Choosing and Using a New CAT)  

 It’s H-E-R-E!     5/13/08 (Microsoft’s World Wide Telescope)  

Scopes ‘n Stars    5/11/08 (telescopes in movies and TV shows)  

Observing Underwater    5/4/08 (Sky Commander DSCs)  

OK, I’ll admit it: I WANT ONE!    4/26/08 (Ethos)  

Night of the Living Skywatch    4/20/08 (the return of Unk’s newsletter)  

Choosing and Using a 21st Century Schmidt Cassegrain 4/13/08 (Rod’s new book)  

A Pursuit for the Patient—and the Optimistic    4/7/08 (patience)  

The Return of Amateur Astronomy    3/30/08 (Amateur Astronomy Magazine)  

Of Time and Stars 3/20/08 (Arthur C. Clarke obit)  

 Messier Marathon Madness     3/9/08  

 Spring Fever    3/2/08 (Unk, daughter Lizbeth, and a 12-inch Dobsonian)  

Don't Forget!     2/19/08 (Lunar eclipse)  

Unk Finally Gets Some Astrophotography Help     2/18/08 (Astrophoto Insight magazine)  

Moving Forward!    2/16/08 (Toyota and telescopes)  

Everybody's Telescope?     2/3/08 (ETX)  

Me and Mr. Norton     1/19/08 (Norton’s Star Atlas)  

"As the SCT Turns" UPDATED    1/11/08 (More Meade soap opera)  

Barsoomians Safe!     1/11/08 (possible Mars impact)  



Down Chiefland Way…    1/9/08  

Happy Christmas 2007 from Possum Swamp!    12/24/07  

The Big Blow Up?     12/22/07 (possible Mars impact)  

Whither Skywatch?    12/4/07 (Rod’s newsletter)  

Hey Y'all, Where are the Christmas Astro Goodies?     12/2/07  

Do You Know About ATT?     11/29/07 (Astronomy Technology Today magazine)  

Goin’ Deep Without 30-inches     11/18/07 (Stellacam II)  

View  Meade Anxiety    11/12/07 (Meade’s problems)  

The Other Half of the Webcam Revolution    11/4/07 (K3CCD Tools)  

Comet Update     10/28/07 (Comet Holmes)  

Have You Seen It?    10/26/07 (Comet Holmes)  

The Death of sci.astro.amateur    10/25/07  

Meade on the Rocks? Rock Bottom?   10/20/07 (Meade financial problems) 

Long live Astromart    10/15/07  

Uncle Rod, Astrovideographer    9/30/07  

Off the Beaten Path: The 2007 ISP    9/12/07 (Idaho Star Party)  

Gimme Warp Factor Nine!     8/25/07 (Denkmeier Power Switch)  

Almost Heaven?     8/13/07 (Almost Heaven Star Party)  

The Good Old Days    7/7/07 (amateur astronomy in the 60s) 

Tales from the Possum Swamp Astronomical Society     6/24/07  

How Do You Mount a CAT?    6/3/07 (Celestron CG5) 

You Can't Go Home Again     5/20/07 (Dobsonians) 

Who Says Rod Ain’t a Dob Kinda Guy?    5/6/07  

The New SCT Book    4/28/07 (what would become Choosing and Using a New CAT) 

Nexremotin’ It     4/14/07  



Is anybody surprised?    4/7/07 by (Meade MySky) 

Sky Adventures with my A.C. Gilbert    3/30/07  

Everything Old is New Again: CdC 3.0    3/20/07 by (Cartes du Ciel software)  

The ECLIPSE    3/5/07 (Lunar eclipse)  

Checklist Discipline    2/18/07 (star party gear)  

Well, Then, What the Heck Can You Do With a 66mm Telescope    2/11/07 by (WO 66 SD refractor)  

The End of the Road?    1/31/07 (RCX 400) 

I Say She's Beautiful!    1/10/07 (WO 66-mm SD Patriot refractor)  

But What Can a 90mm Scope DO, Unk Rod?     1/3/07 (WO 90-mm APO)  

Full Megrez 90 Review at Uncle Rod's Corner!     1/3/07  

Happy New Year from Your Old Uncle Rod!     1/1/07  

Merry Christmas from Chaos Manor South!     12/24/06  

Goodbye Night Sky     12/11/06 (Night Sky Magazine discontinued)  

Can’t Y’all Just Wait One Cotton-Pickin’ Minute?     12/10/06 (WO 80-mm fluorite APO)  

Lords of the Horse     11/23/06 (seeing the Horsehead Nebula)  

Your Uncle Rod Gets a Ticket    10/27/06 (Meade and Celestron web/email support)  

Why?     10/22/06 (Rod is skunked at a star party)  

Astronomy Lawsuits: Here We Go Again (UPDATED)!     10/11/06 (STAR/RCOS lawsuit)  

"I've Been Everywhere, Man, I've Been Everywhere"     10/2/06 (Anacortes Optics Expo)  

The Astro Holga     9/22/06 (Meade DSI)  

How Not to Spoil a Star Party    9/10/06  

Heavens to Murgatroid! A Galaxy Filter?    9/4/06  

Who Wants a 66mm Telescope?     8/29/06  

Celestron's SkyScout: Uhhh! What is it Good for?     8/20/06  

Uncle Rod, What Am I Supposed to Bring to a Star Party?   8/11/06  



How Much Would You Pay for a Meade Catalog?    8/10/06  

Coronado Gone?  8/5/06 (Coronado bought by Meade)  

Email and the Astro Biz     7/22/06 (Meade and Celestron email response)  

She's Dead, Jim?     7/7/06 (RCX 400)  

A Johnny Reb at Pennsylvania's Dark Sky Park     7/2/06 (Cherry Springs Star Party)  

You Still Wanna Know About UWANs?     7/1/06 (WO Uwan eyepieces)  

Cherry Springs...WOW!     7/1/06 (Cherry Springs SP)  

End of an Era Part 2  7/1/06 (the blog moves from the dying AOL) 


